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The main products of the Belgian
Congo proved to be the ivory of elephant
tusks and the products of the palm and
rubber trees, together with resin, copal
and certain vegetable fibres. The Bel-
gians are making experiments in growing
cotton.

What of the people of the Congo ? Let
us journey up the river for perhaps a
thousand miles. Here and there the na-
tive villages peep from amid the close
green foliage. Our little steamer blows
her whistle, and in a moment we see dusky
figures gathering on the beach.
Several dug-out canoes put out
to meet us. The former war-
riors have become peaceable
fisher-folk.

Our steamer slows down,
and drops its anchor. As we
go ashore, the people crowd
around us, moved by curiosity.
The -day has long passed when
they feared the white man,
but a chance visit never fails
to create excitement. They
wear little clothing and their
chocolate-brown bodies are
tattooed. They have their
front teeth filed to points, like
the teeth of a saw, and their
tribal marks are cut on their
faces. These marks are cut
deeply in the flesh of the
cheeks and forehead with a
sharp Iron instrument. It is
a painful process and not in-
frequently causes blood-poi-
soning or lockjaw. Large and
small dug-outs are drawn tip
on the beach, and fishing-nets,
attached to wooden frames,
lie drying in the sun. Fish-
trap-s, too, made of split bam-
boo or of the cane called rat-
tan, are in evidence. From one
dug-out the day's catch of fish
is just being landed and car-
ried up to the village market.
Now the smell of the salt tide

two long rows of huts built facing one
another. The lower end opens on the
shore, but the upper end is closed to en-
able the villagers to defend themselves in
case they are attacked by neighboring
tribes ; for behind the village is the pri-
meval forest that extends for hundreds of
miles.

The oblong huts are made of bamboo
and thatch. It is interesting to watch the
people building a hut. First a framework
is erected, that is, long bamboo poles are
driven into the ground and lashed to-
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PLASTERING  WITHOUT   TROWELS

mingles with a welcome taint   Portuguese Congoans are of the Bantu-negroid family.   Like

of wood smoke -fnr hpvnnH thi*  the ?atives farther north in Nigeria, these Mbamba people

2L5! U ^J  4*1TJf   ^ V   use -few tools'   They do even thor plastering by hand alone,

beach is the village with its  patting the clay on by the primitive method shown above.
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